
ACT TEST 



ACT Standards English 

Instructional level 

Level 1 Juniors 

Level 2 Juniors 



ACT Standards Reading 

Level 1 Juniors Literature 



ACT Standards Reading 

ACT Writing is at the 8 for Level 1 
ACT Writing is at the 8+ for Level 2 

Level 2 Juniors Literature 



ACT Standards Math 

After completion of Alg. 1 & 2 and Geometry A 

Geometry is Plane and Coordinate Discrete Math ? 



ACT Standards Science 
After completion of Biology, Introduction to Physics, Introduction to Chemistry, Earth Science and ACT Prep. 

If you use a trimester schedule students should have 3 credits completed 
In all four cores prior to the ACT. 
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ACT Success Report 
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English 9, English 10 Classroom 

•  Focus on 
–  Literature & reading comprehension w/

nonfiction 
– Grammar 
– Vocabulary 
– Writing with Six Traits 

•  Assessing & Measuring 
–  SPI test at beginning of course – modified 

PLAN Test 
– Post-test at end of course – same modified 

PLAN Test 



English 11 Classroom 

•  Focus is the same 
–  Literature & reading comprehension w/

nonfiction 
– Grammar 
– Vocabulary 
– Writing with Six Traits 

•  With more … 
–  Test-taking strategies 
–  Test-timing strategies 
– Applying learned skills to the test 



English 11 Classroom 

•  Assessing & Measuring – throughout the 
year 
– 1st trimester 

•  Focus on skills, skills, skills in core areas 
•  Take one full-length test of each core before final 

exam in early December – not timed 
•  Final Exam consists of English & Reading tests 
•  Scores tracked in Xcel spreadsheet 



English 11 Materials & 
Resources 

•  Literature & Reading Comprehension (no 
textbook) 
– Books 

•  Bleachers by John Grisham 
•  Marley & Me by John Grogan (nonfiction) 
•  Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan Hyde 
•  Crunch Time by Mariah Fredericks 

– Nonfiction 
•  The New York Times 
•  ACT Reading by Instructivision, Inc. 
•  TIME Magazine & Newsweek magazines 



English 11 Materials & 
Resources 

•  Grammar 
– HOLT Elements of Language, Fifth Course. 

Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: 
Language Skills Practice (workbook only) 

•  I use textbook as a reference if needed 

–  Sadlier-Oxford. Grammar for Writing 
– Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, 

Usage, and Style into Writer’s Workshop by 
Jeff Anderson 



English 11 Materials & 
Resources 

•  Vocabulary 
– Great Source, Fifth Course. Vocabulary for 

Achievement 
– Words in context from readings 

•  Novels and books 
•  ACT Reading 
•  The New York Times 
•  TIME Magazine & Newsweek 



English 11 Materials & 
Resources •  Writing 

–  Teach the Traits of Effective Writing: A “How 
To” Guide by Shirley Poulton (resulting Bison 
Power Writing Handbook) 

– HOLT. Six Traits for Writing 
– Mechanically Inclined: Building Grammar, 

Usage, and Style into Writer’s Workshop by 
Jeff Anderson 
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English 11 Materials & 
Resources •  Writing 

– Bison Power Writing Handbook 



English 11 Materials & 
Resources •  Writing 

– ACT Rubric – pulled apart 



English 11 Materials & 
Resources 

•  Test Prep 
–  The Princeton Review. Cracking the ACT, 

2011 Edition 
– McGraw-Hill’s 10 ACT Practice Tests, Second 

Edition  
– ACT. The Real ACT Prep Guide, Third Edition 
– ACT. Preparing for the ACT 



ITunes U 
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IPAD APPS 
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http://www.grammarbook.com 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

http://www.mel.org 

http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/?HR=http://elibrary.mel.org 

http://www.act.org/aap/writing/index.html 
http://www.act.org/workkeys/pdf/Preparing.pdf 

http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/reading/index.html 

https://www.number2.com/ 

http://www.4tests.com/ 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/act_sat.htm 

http://www.studyguidezone.com/acttest.htm 

http://www.act-sat-prep.com/ 

Good Practice Websites 



ACT PREP CLASS 
! Grading – A, B, CR or NC 
! Day 1 Practice test 
! Separate students by math scores 
! Test taking strategies 
! Learn to use the calculator 
! Tell them all about the test 
! Tell them it is designed so most to finish it 
! If you get 50% right, it’s an 18 
! 2 questions per section make a big difference 
! Teach the 5 paragraph persuasive essay 
! Test at the end to see progress 

22 http://www.instructivision.com/ 




